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DEADWOOD GOACi,

Iifereslaag PxeiRiflisceiiccs of Early

Travsl in lite Wild West.

xrt.1. Trans.

T wut diagy old trap
the troasare-coticJ- i

that stood in Um shad-
ow ( the Deadwood
express office that
starlight Summer
night. It faded red
sides were bespattered
with rand, Ifaat liad also
iacrnsted the wheels
and leathern thorough-brac- e

springs until yon
had to guess at their
original oadiues. It
was a heavy, lumber-
ingg machine: its high,
wooden sides were
lined with sheet-iro- n

and pierced in the mid
dle of each door with

a single bole, three inches auross, to shoot
through, and ite stsot, wooden ton added what
would have been considered unnecessary weight
in passenger wagon, for iu that, if it had a
ton at all. canvas wouid have taken the place
of wood in sides and roof.

Every sort of a wagon that carries passengers
or the ail is called a "stage" on the Plains
and in the mountains of the Far West, al-

though it does not attain the dignity of a
4eoacBw enless it has a top. TheConcord coach,

such as oor fathers traveled between Sew York
and Boston or Philadelphia 111, or westward
over the National Com, is rarely seen beyond
the Missouri River. It is too heavy, not as to
its running-gea- r, but as to its upper works.
The rate tot carrying express packages and
haggase, especially on the longer routes, a: e so
high that it doesn't pay to haul any unneces-
sary dead wood framed into a wagon. The tgps
of the best class of coaches, therefore, above
the body, are generally formed of light but
stout frames covered with thick canvas, which
soon becomes weather beaten and dingy
aeitber beautiful nor picturesque.

UXCOKFOKTABLJC TSAYKLIXG.
The larger of these coaches have seats for 13

passengers, nine inside and four on the top,
and carry besides from two to four tons of ex- -

matter and baggage packed upon the rackSK and on the roof, and several hundred
pounds of mail, which is generally stowed in
the boot beneath ttee driver's feet. The seat of
honor is by the side of the driver, and in mild
and pleasant weather there is likely to bo a
sharp contention for it among the passengers.
The seats inside are generally placed so close
together that the sharp edge of the middle one
comes against the knees of the passenger on the
beck seat, who, being wedged in his place by
his two fellow-traveler- s, is unable to change his
position. This become? extremely tiresome
after a day or twe of continuous travel, with
only three or four opportunities during the 24
hoars to get out and stretch one's limbs and
untangle the knotted muscles and cords.
Technically, a coach of this descriition is a
"aud-wago- n. From foni to eight horses are
required to haul it, and the speed attained is
about five miles an hour, except over steep
mountains or whore the roads are heavy with
ssod or mod.

On routes where the amount of business is
sot so great the mud-wago- n gives plaee to the
"Jerky,'- - wfaieb, in mode of construction and
general appearance, resembles the former, but
is smaller. It cames only four passengers in
side and one on top with the driver, and is
drawn sometimes by two, sometimes by four
horses. Hung upon leathern thorough braees,
it is exceedingly uncomfortable to ride iu. It
Jolts and jumps aboat when the wheels strike
the stones, especially if the load is light, like a
farmers wagon over a badly-ke- pt corduroy
xoad.

I was fellow-passeng- er one night in the
mountains of Montana with a commercutl trav-
eler from the East, who was getting his first
experience in Western stage-coachin- g. Our
conveyance was a jerkv," and its load was
light. Daring the first half of the night Mr.
Dnunmer rode with the driver and 1 inside,
and the harden of bis conversation was one
endless growl at the .roughness of the road and
the earehsssnessof the driver in innning over
stones. He complained of bcitt so badly
braised that he could hardly move, and at mid-sigh- t,

when we stopped at a stock station to
change horses, made ap his mind, to try an
inside seat and take a nap.

The drver winked to me, and I climbed up
toja seat at his side. When we started he said
Wti he was tired of the grumbling of that
"tenderfoot fooL" and now that he had him
inside he proposed to " rock him to sleep ' The
road was a pretty level one. with plenty of
steces to be found if one looked for them, the
team lively, and, as I have said, the load light.
Ami we lost no time upon the road. A skillful
ase of the whip brought the homes into a 10- - or
2S-a3-e gait, and there was no stone that could

.Attack oar rax Ooaoh.

he jsnehed wllhost coins .toe mr eat of the
hi did not strike. Mr.
to lie dears on the lane

hat the artned vised stone we ran mm- -

anew him off sad down among the straw in
the bottom of the coach. Then he tried the
front seat, and repeated his experience. Now
ho sat ap on the back seat and braced himself,
bat the buck action at the wagon following its
encounter with a boulder a little larger than
Tonal, made it uauomibie for him to stay there.
Bo sat down amongst the straw upon the floor,
aad soon imagined himsetl a kernel of corn in
a popper overs hot fire. If his head didn't
strike the roof be thought it did. For more
than an hour that fellow rattled about inside of
that coach like a dice in a box ud before we
stepped the next time he bad learned his les-
son thoroughly. With much difficulty and pain
he crawled oat of the coach as the driver threw
the reins to the stock --tender and began to un-
hitch the smoking team But be hadn't a word
to say, and he didn't grumble any more during
that trip.

The contractors on some of the " star " routes
of the West don't provide even a "jerky" for
the transportation of mail and passengers, and
travelers who patronize them have an oppo-
rtunity to test the comforts of a "dead-ax- "
wagon on a rough road This term descri es a
vehicle with heavy innning gear and a stout
body attached to the axletrees without the in-
tervention of springs The shock to the pas-
senger of jolting over the stones is broken only
by a spriug beneath each hard, board seat.
Drawn by two horses, s stage of this kind
makes from two to five miles an hour, affording
the passenger as much and as violent exercise,
though different in kfnd.as though he walked.

The Deadwood treasure-coac- h iu 1878 was a
genuine Eastern Concord that in former days
had been run on one of Wells, Fargo &. Co.'s
many routes, famished with means of defense,
as I have already described. a it stood at
midnight in front of the express offine it was
the center of a scene ef busy activity. A few
valuable express packages had been securely
strapped upon the rack behind and carofully
covered with a piece of sail-clot- h to protect

them from the weather, and a fow more wero
iu tho boot beneath the driver's feot.

The square, iron treasure-bo- x had already
been placed in tho bottom of the coach and
was half hidden in the straw. When I thrust
my head in at the open door I saw the dim out-
lines of 'Frisco Jack sitting upon tho back seat,
one foot upon tho iron chest. A short, double-barrelle- d

shotgun lay across his kucos and his
baud was upon the lock.

WXLL-GUAltDE- D TREASURE.

I had seen $200,000 in gold bullion packed in
that strong-bo- x the previous afternoon, and
had been invite to lift the $75,000 gold brick
that had come down that day from the Home-stak-e

mine. I didn't do it I tried it though.
While this was going on, the doors of the room
had been closed and barred, and two armed
guards had stood ready to repel auy sudden at-
tack. Each of the express clerks also, who
were packing the bullion, wore a brace of navy
revolvers in his belt.

Everything was reRdy for the midnight start.
The four outriders were unhitching their po-

nies, which had been tied to posts behind tho
coach ; two repeating carbines had been placed
inside, one on the front
seat and one on tho
back, and two more
had been carefully laid
lengthwise upon the
top. Tom Lyon, tho
chief messenger, had
received the great pock-etboo- k

containing the
way-bill- s and had owlclimbed to his place on
the " dickey " seat, and
his companion. Bill iffJewell, was at his side,
each with his short,
double-barrelle- d shot-
gun in his hand. Sam
Newell, similarly arm-
ed, WWwas already on tho
front seat iusidc. I had
made up my mind to
ride with the driver,
who was in his place
and was unwinding the Three-Fingere- d

reins from tho long Jim.
brake-ba-r.

" Bettor go inside," said Corbin, the Superin-
tendent, who stood with his lmnd upon tho
still open door. "I don't just liko your going
on this coach anyhow. Tlirco-fiugere- d Jim
and his outfit are operating down about tho
Sweetwater, aud hold up one of our passenger-wagon- s

last week. I don't think he'll want to
tackle this outfit, but if he does, there'll bo the
devil to pay, and somebody'll get hurt. I
shouldn't like to have you got to Sidney with
a dose of lead in you."

I wasn't at all alarmed at tho prospect of
meeting Three-fingtre- d Jim, hut it wasn't be-
cause I was especially ambitious to be the hero
of exciting adventure I had been west of the
Missouri Bivcr only a few mouths then, and
had all tenderfoot's ignorant recklessness
and I didn't propose to he cooped up iu that
dark coach, espcciallv during the ride over the
mountains to Rapid City; for just then the
moon appeared above the pines on the top of
the eastern hills, and there was promise of an
enchanting night.

My mission in tho Black Hills was an im-
portant one. The Eastern capitalists from
whom I had brought letters of introduction
were so influential in Deadwood that every-
body there had done his best to make a favor-
able impression upon me, and orders had been
sent from the owners' headquarters to Corbin
not ouly to give me transportation upon any of
the company's coaches, but to furnish mc teams
or saddle-horse- s as I might desire them, and,
in short, to treat me as though I was the owner
myself.

After I had seen tho bullion packed iu tho
express office, and heard Corbin explain how it
was to be guarded to the railroad, it occurred
to me that it might be an experience worth
having to ride that 300 miles to Sidney ou the
treasure-coach- . The journoy certainly couldn't
be auy more monotonous than that on tho reg-
ular passenger-coach- ; I should escape the dis-
comforts of crowding and overloading, aud I
might possibly meet with some exciting ad-
venture.

No objections raised by the Superintendent
had weight with me. and now I didn'trproposc
to start, at least, shut up as in a baud-bo- x,

much as I might enjoy the company and be
entertained by the yarns of 'Frisco Jack and
Sam Newell. So I took my place on the seat
with the driver, Jake Worden. The two stable-boy-s

who had been holding the horses stepped
aside, JaUe unwound the lash of his whip and
dexterously touched the leaders, and we rattled
down the stony street, two of our outriders
galloping ou ahead.

DEADWOOD CITY;.

Deadwood had not then received its first
baptism of fire, and the crooked street along
the edge of the gulch was still lined with tho
rude shanties which the early comers had
hastily buik. Some were of logs and some of
planks, mostly destitute of paint, aud many of
those on the gulch-sid- e of the road rested, in
the rear, upon tall posts set in the "tailings"
the early miners had left. Each had a plank
sidewalk in front, hut no jfcwo owners had
placed it upon the same grade, so that a walk
along the street consisted of successive step-pings--

and steppiugs-dow- n t4iat were very
tiresome.

The largest building on tho street was a
gambling-saloo- n, from whose open door as we
passed there issued a blue mist redolent with
whisky, tobacco smoke and perspiration. Many
of the tables, as we could see, wore still occupied
by blue-shirte- d men "fighting tho tiger."
Near by was tho Tariety theater, with its
gambling-hel- l and gin-mi- ll attached. The
squeaky tones of a fiddle, tho brazen notes of a
cornet and the twanging of a harp told that
the performance was not yet ovcrr it was kept
up until daylight at that time if auy one conld
be induced to remain and treat the female per-
formers between the acts to beer or something
stronger, or stoke his money on keuo or high-
ball poker.

Legitimate business, often carried on lato
into the night, was all suspended. Tho retail
shops aud stores for the supply of miners' out-
fits were closed, and the long teams of eight or
nine yoke of oxen, each hauling two great
wagons, one hitched behind the othor, were
stabled in the corrals on the outskirts of tho
town.

The arrival of a train of four or five of these
teams was attended with almost as much ex-
citement in Deadwood as the coming of a cir-eu- s.

Their time on the road from Sidney, on
the Union Pacific Jiailroad, was from 20 to 30
days, according to the condition of the grass.
the quantity of mud on the Plains, or the
depth ef the snow on the mountains. They
brought every conceivable variety of goods,
parehased by the merchants in New York or
Chicago months beiore. and for some of which
the whole town might have been impatieutly
waiting for weeks It was no uncommon thing
in those davs for Deadwood to get out of some
article of provisions or some item of hardware
oi textile fabric and he forced to resort to all
kinds ot makeshifts until the market was again
supplied. Once in the early times it was Hour
that ran low. aud a bread famine stared tho
people in the face. The price of bread advanc-
ed to a fabulous figure, and finally a committee
of citizen look pos6Casiou of the small remain-
ing btock of flout, fixed tho price of loaves at
$1 each, and limited the amount to be sold to
each person per day. I never heard of a whisky
famine.

The noise and confusion, the shouting and
the swearing of the bullwhackers, the loud
crack of their long blacksnake whips, tho
curiosity of the crowds of idlers to see the
goods as they were uoloaded and some were
unpacked upon the sidewalks, tho difficulty
with which the teams passed each othei on tho
narrow, crooked streets, and the fierce quarrels
over the right of way gave Deadwood by day-
light an ail of stir and excitement in strong
contrast with the pervading quiet of midnight.

Lowordown we passed through Chinatown,
strung out along the gulch, distinctive in its
frail, primitive architecture. A dim light hero
and there streaming from a gambling-do- n or
opium-join- t was the only evidence of life in
this frontier Mongolian settlement I have no
doubt that more than one Celestial shivered
with fear when suddenly waked from his sleep
by tho clatter of our wheels ; for the Chinaman
was only tolerated m Deadwood. It is true
that the people were entirely dependent upon
him for every kind of domestic service, but
they felt undoi no obligation to treat him well,
although they ate the dinners ho cooked and
put on the "fried ' shirts he laundried. Ho
was allowed to work over the "tailings" of
worn-ou- t placer mines that were absolutely
useless to their owners provided he paid in
rental shout three-fourth- s of tho product, and
didn't make a fuss when some drunken white
man made him a target for his pistol practice.
And so he had set up his curious little water-whee- ls

all up and down tho gulch.
How dark and black the mountain looked as

we began its steep ascent I

"Just the place for lurking road agents be-

hind these trees," I remarked to Jake, the
driver.

Jake gathered his reins in his left hand,
placed his whip handlo under his thumb with
its point resting out upon tho ribbons, pushed
his broad-brimme- d Mexican sombrero back
from his face, and remarked, " I reckon not."

"Too near town? " I asked.
" You " the laconicbet ! was reply.
For half an hour our company was as silent;

as a Quaker meeting, except when tho drivor
spoke sharply to some horse of his team that
was disposed to "soldier." Tho road wound
back and forth up the sido of tho mouutain,
much of tho way so steep that all six horses
set closely in their harnesses and their legs
slanted sharply up the hill as they tugged on
the lumbering coach. Now and then wo would
como to a short, lovel piece of highway, and
then the team, after standing a fow minutes to
recover its breath, would trot oft' at a brisk
paco with that rattle aud jingle of the harness
that must be music in tho hard-worke- d horse's
ears. At length, having squirted a stream of
tobacco juice as big as his thumb at an im-

mense pino troo by tho roadside, Jake turned to
Tom Lyon aud said :

" Si Jones skipped tho camp after that Injun
racket, didn't ho?"

" Packed his blankets to Snake River," was
tho reply.

" Have tho Indians been troublesome here-
abouts of late?" I asked.

" Not since last Fall," said Jako, "and ho was
a stray tin. See that mounting?" he added,
pointing to a thickly-woodo- d hill that rose
abovo tho others near by; "that's where Si
Jones drew tho bead on the finest-lookin- g

Cheyenne buck ye ever sot yor oyes ou."
A few questions and a good cigar loosened tho

driver's tongue, and this is the story ho told,
translated into "United Staleq":

A DYING INDIAN'S REVENGE.
There had been no Indians seon about Dead-woo- d

for many months; in fact, they had
rarely ventured very near tho town. Thoy
never lived in the Black Hills proper that is,
in the mountains. Tho douse forests, deep
gulches and wild canyons, and the terrific
thunder storms that were frcquout thoro, in-
spired them with superstitious awe. Thoy be-

lieved tho Hills to bo the special abode of tho
Great Spirit, and to havo heon placed in tho
middlo of tho Plains as a preserve for tho
smaller gamo when tho buffalo were scarce,
and to supply topco poles. So, once or twice a
year, thoy would make an excursion into tho
mountains, cut their poles and return to tho
Plains; or, if game was scarce in their usual
huutiug-ground- s, they would orgauize brief
expeditions to hunt tho mountain sheep. Tho
Indian raids in the earlier days pf Black Hills
excitement weio made upon the Plains or in
the lower foothills.

It was customary, therefore, for the young
men of Deadwood to hunt in tho mountains
about tho town without fear of being molested
by tho Indians.

Si Joues had gone out alone in the morning
of a sharp Autumn day, taking his dog and
gun, and a littlo after noon his game-ba- g was
well filled. Sitting down upon a rock to eat
his luncheon, he happoned to raise his eyes and
saw through tho underbrush the head of an
Indian slowly rising over a knoll not 50 foot
away. The Redman did not see Si, and the
latter'sdog did uot oven discover the stranger's
intrusion. With tho instinct of a frontiers-
man, as quick almost as thought, Si raised his
gnu and fired. The Indian uttered a loud cry,
threw up his arms, dropping his rifle, and fell
out of sight among the brush.

Si shouldered his game-bag- , called his dog,
and hastened back to Deadwood, whero ho
reported an Indian raid. There was great ex-
citement, and by the middle of the afternoon
20 or 30 young fellows armed with rifles aud
led by Si started for tho mountain.

On reaching the spot a search was begun,
when suddenly from the bushes there wa3 a
flash, tho report of a rifle, and one of the whito
men dropped, shot through tho breast. This
was a surprise, and greatly demoralized tho
party. They could see no one, and imagining
that they had been ambushed by a band of the
savages probably far outnumbering them, they
picked up their wounded companion and boat
a hasty retreat to a safe place.

After consultation, there being no signs of a
renewed attack, --the party left one of their
number to care for the man who had been hurt
and sallied forth again. As they approached
the place which Si had pointed out there was
another flash, the crack of a rifle, and a second
of the party fell. This was repeated until no
less than five of tho white men had been
wounded, three of them mortally.

By this time it was sunset, and discretion
dictated a return to the town, whither tho
company wended its way, sorrowful and crest-
fallen. Their appearance in Deadwood bearing
tho men who had fallen upon rudely impro-
vised litters, liko a funeral procession, caused
the wildest excitement. An attack upon tho
town by tho Indians in forco was confidently
expected, and there was little sleeping there
that night. Guards were posted and every
preparation for defense was made, bat, except
one or two false alarms, nothing of niomeut
occurred.

Tho next morning half tho male population
of Deadwood turned out, thoroughly armed,
to capture or exterminate the Redskins who,
it was supposed, had taken up a stroug position
upon the mountain. But when they arrived
at the spot there were no signs of Indians, and
after a littlo search tho dead body of the Chey-
enne buck whom Si Jones had shot tho day be-

fore was found not 10 feet from the spot whero
he had fallen. His breech-loadin- g rifle lay be-

side him, and the five empty shells upon tho
ground showed that he had fired the shots by
which pis death, had been avenged. No evi-
dence of auy other Indians having been there
or anywhere in tho noighboihood was evor
found.

The dead Indian w,as a man of magnificent
physique, and evidently a chief in his tribo.
His head was taken to Deadwood, but the peo-
ple were uot proud of their share in the affair,
and never said much about it.

AN INTERESTING CHARACTER.
Before morning I had become pretty well

acquainted with Jako Worden, tho driver, and,
liko many of his profession, I found him to bo
a quaint and interesting character. Ho had
been selected to drive the treasure-coac- h on
accouut of his tried and proved courage. He
had driven an overland coach upon tho Plains
before the days of tho Pacific Railroad, when
his home station wa,s St. Joseph, Mo.; had moro
than once been " held up " by road agents, aud
bore tho scars of wounds leceived in a fight
with Indians, in which ho saved his coach and
brought his passengers off safely. Ho was
rather tall and slim, with legs a littlo crooked,
but every muscle was like a piece of tempored
steel.

It was worth a journey to tho Black Hills to
get acquainted with a man liko Jake Worden,
to listen to his stories and observe his ways.
No one can appreciate how forcible is the slang
expression, " he is only a passenger," until ho
has takon his seat on the box by the side of a
Western stage-drive- r. Tho conductor of a rail-
way train may have grcator responsibility, but
it is not apparent on tho surface, no comes
along through the car at intervals, puuehes a
curiously-shape- d holo iu your ticket, or tears
off a coupon. Ho stands on the platform at tho
station and shouts "All aboard," and waves his
hand or swings his lantern for tho traiu to
start, hut I never quite feel as though wo
couldn't go along just about as well without
him.

The Western stage-driv- er is the conductor,
engineer, fireman and brakeman ; ho is Cap-
tain of tho ship, its complement of officers and
crew, and when he gathers up his lines, un
winds his whip-las- h fiom tho stock aud "pulls
out," ho is "boss" until he realhcs his homo
station. No him thesig-na- l

to "go ahead" ; he docs not wait at a sta-
tion for directions whero "to pass No. 10";
he goes fast or slow as he pleases, aud in case of
accident must himself solve all difficulties and
surmount all obstacles. And the stage driver
uot only knows his own importance, but makes
his passengers and every one upon tho road
feel it. No one takes a place at tablo at tho
eating-station- s until the driver is seated, and
whero he r.its is the head of the board.

Jake Worden was not 50 ycais old, hufc ho
had lived a hundred yoars if time was only
measured by tho experience ho had had. To
hear him tell of his advoutmes on the Plains
and in tho mountains, before there was a Pa
cific Railroad, and when tho West was so differ
cut. was almost like hn.trinn- - n cnlii;r r i.- - - " '' " w,ar. i ., , . , i
.uuvoiuLiou uesenne cno mutle ot Jiunker U 11

or tuc surrender of Cornwall is. One seems 1lit- -
tlo more remote than the other to thoso of
who never crossed tho Missouri until we could
do it by rail, aud to our children they will bo
oquaiiy uisium penous oi llio past.

In many respects Jake Worden was a perfect
typo of the class to which he belonged. Though
not uniformed, there are certain peculiarities in
tho way tho Western stage-driver- s wear their
clothes that, though difficult to describe, are

nnmistakablo, oven when they stand upon the
ground. But there is more in their manner
than in their dress. They sit upon tho box as
though they wore part of it; thoy hold tho
reins in a certain professional way, and tho
butt end of the long whip, whnn not in uso,
lies loosely between tho thumb aud forofiuor of
the right hand,.while the top rests across the
lines. If I sawja man who was driving in this
way take all tho reins and the whip in his left
hand when ho came to a level piece of road or
slight ascent, draw tho end of his whip-las- h

tenderly through his right hand, and then, by
a continuation of the same motion, raise that
hand very slowly as ho let tho snapper drop,
and taking his "hat by the brim behind, push it
forward over his eyes, while ho squirted a big
6tream of tobacco juice off over tho right fore-whee- l,

I should, be disappointed if, when I ask-
ed him if ho had not once driven for Wells,
Fargo & Co., or Ben Holliday, in tho olden
time, ho did not reply: "You bet," or "I
should remark."

Jake Worden was rough in manner and pro-
fane iu speech, hut, as I havo already said, ho
was a man of undoubted nerve, bravo as a lion,
and full of resources when in danger or diffi-

culty. To his friends he was as true as steel,
and ho had a very high seuso of honor. " I
treat every man white who treats mo white,
and don't you forget it," said Jake, that night,
speaking of his relations with his employers, as
we rode over the Black Hills. "They always
dono what's right by mo, and I can't kick," ho
added.

WONDERFUL ENDURANCE.
The powor of endurance possessed by tho

Western stage-drive- r is truly wonderful. I bo-lio-

some of them are able to sleep iu ono part
of their bodies while other parts remain wide-
awake. At a home station in the Rocky
Mountains, one night, a driver who had just
como in from his round-tri- p of 120 miles, and
had been 24. hours ou tho box, was obliged by
the sickness of his "partner" to take out the
coach on which I rode. I soon discovered that
ho was too sleepy to keep his eyes open or hold
up his head. But ho hold tho reins as firmly
as though he had been wide-awak- o, and when
tho coach began to go down a littlo declivity
and the lines slackened in his hands, his right
foot would go out automatically upon tho brake-ba- r,

although his chin was nob raised from his
breast. But I didn't feel exactly safe ridiug
behind six horses driven by a man who was
asleep, aud 60, although tho air was frosty, I
unhooked the corner of tho boot aud partially
disengaged myself from tho blankets aud buf-
falo robe in which I was wrapped, in order
that my limbs might bo free in case of an up-
set. Lator in tho day I found that nothing
I had done had escaped tho driver's notice. Ho
seemed oven to havo read tho look of uneasi-
ness that probably sat upon my faco when I
thought that wo were completely at tho mercy
of tho team.

I seemed to get upon tho right sido of Jake
at tho start, and tho whole journey to tho rail-
road was fall of interest and pleasure. Tho
night after wo started tho driver straightened
out the packages that partly filled the boot
beneath his feet, and with the aid of a littlo
hay, my blankets and buffalo robe, made mo a
bed in which I slept moro soundly than over
in palace sleeping-car- . Tho jolting motion of
tho coach was convorted into an irregular and
sometimes violent rocking that, after all, was
conducive to sleep.

During tho daytimo Jako told me somo of
the incidents of his eventful life on the box. I
cannot reproduce the tones of his voico, hi3
peculiar manner or tho quaint phrases he em-
ployed, but I recall ono or two of his stories.
Tho passngo of tho Sweetwater, whose vicinity
was said to havo been tho scene of Three-fingere- d

Jim's operations, turned tho conversation
to the subject of road agents.

A COACH HELD UP.
"Nover heard about ouo of Bon Holliday's

coaches being held up with the old man him-
self aboard, did you?" asked Jako.

I never had.
"That was up in Oregon. It was a moon-

light night, and all tho passengers were ordered
to hold up their hands aud get out. Thoy wero
stood up in a row by the roadsido and ono of
tho highwayman stationed himself in front of
them with his guu cocked and ready to shoot
auy ono who should resist or put down Jus
bauds, while tho rest rifled tho baggago aud
gathered up the money, watches, etc.

"Beu Holliday's arms ached aud his nose
itched until it seemodas though ho could endure
it no longer. At last he appealed to tho guard,
' See here, won't you let me scratch ray nose? '

"Til scratch your nose for you,' said tho man
with the mask and gun, and at the same time
began rubbing tho muzzle of the gun backward
and forward across tho end of Holliday's nose,
causing the blood to flow. There was no moro
itching, aud tho rest of tho party had a great
laugh at him as ho stood there with tho blood
dripping down upon his shirt-frou- t.

" Ben Holliday's wife was clear grit, you hot,"
continued Jako. "She was riding on a coach
one morning that had a lot of bullion aboard.
As they came up near a stock station the nialo
passeugors got out to walk aud took a short cut
over a littlo hill. Soon after Mrs. Holliday saw
two men running toward the coach, and, think-
ing more of road agents than anything else, it
wasn't a minute before she had tho muzzlo of
ono of the double-barrelle- d shotguns through
tho window. Tho men wero going for somo
horses that were picketed half a mile from tho
6tatiou."

A treasure-coac- h had been" hold up" tho
Winter before on tho Deadwood lino between
Sidney and Rapid City, aud Tom Lyon, our
chief messenger, had been ono of the guards of
it. Ho was very little disposed to talk of tho
adventure, but by dint of much questioning I
got tho story out of him in tho course of tho
two days wo rode together.

Tho amount of bullion carried that trip was
small, about?50,000, aud so there worcsont only
three messengers to guard it. There was also ono
passeugor, a telegraph operator from Deadwood,
who rode insido with ono of tho messongors.
Tho attack was mado at a station 12 miles from
another in eithor direction, and whore thoro
happeued to bo that night only ouo man in
charge of the stock. Theso stations consist of
rude shanties, generally built of logs, to shelter
tho horses, and smaller but no bettor ones for
the men who care for tho teams to livo in.

Tom said that thoy arrived at this station at
about midnight, but tho road agonts, five in
number, wero thoro before thorn, and had
gagged and bound tho stock tender and shut
him up in tho stable. When the coach drovo
up ono of the agents stepped out of tho door
and took the loaders by tho head, and, at tho
saino time, another who was hidden behind
each corner of tho building, opened firo upon
thoso ou top. Tout's partner was disabled at
tho first shot, aud Tom himself got a buckshot
in the calf of his leg.

Tho drivor at first attempted to start up tho
team, but the fellow at tho heads of tho leaders
hold them socurely, aud tho top of tho coach
was too hot a place for any ono to stay iu very
long. Both ho and Tom Lyon got to tho ground,
therefore, as quickly as possible ou tho opposite
sido from tho station, ouo looking after tho
hoises while tho othor attempted to "draw a
bead" upon one of the robbers.

In tho meantimo tho guard who was insido
and the young telegraph operator had already
opened the door to get out before tho first shot
was fired, and tho latter had ono foot upon the
step, when a shot from tho door of tho station
struck him in tho head aud he foil beneath tho
coach. After tliat thero was a short but sharp
hand-to-han- d fight. Tom Lyon shot from be-

hind tho coach 'and tho other messougor from
inside, but they fought at disadvantage, as
thoy couldn't sec their assailants. Tho man
insido was firtitf disabled, and whon ho ceased
firing four of tho robbers rushed upon Tom
Lyon. Ho emptied three chambers of his re-
volver, killing duo man and wounding another,
and then ho whs overcome The drivor had
no aims and becamo an easy captive. Thoy
wero bound, and thou the three of tho road
ageut3 who were not hurt broke open tho bullio-

n-box and carried off the treasure.
Tho tolegiaph messenger and Tom Lyon's

partner on the top of tho coach died almost im-
mediately of their wounds. Tom himself was
badly hurt by tho shot in his log, and suffered
from loss of blood, but was not othorwiso hit.
The inside messenger was wounded in three or
four places, but finally recovered.

Ouo of tho robbers was left dead by tho sido
of tho coach. The other ono whom Tom Lyou
wounded crawled away half a mile in tho sago
brush and died; his body was subsequently
found. Of tho other three, ono was captured
before tho end of a week, but was taken from
the stage-coac- h in which ho was boing carried
to Rapid City and lynched. Another was
caught a few days later, tried, convicted and
hanged. The third escaped. About $40,000
of tho bullion was recovered, although it cost
the stage company about$25,000 in rewards and
expenses.

Our trip to Sidney was an uneventful ono,
but when we got thero my note-boo- k was full
of stories of adventure on tho overland routo,
of which I havo given in this only a fow sam-
ples.

SONS OF VETERANS.
0

News from tho Various Divisions

Election of Officers, etc.

HEADQUARTERS BULLETIN.
Chicago, III., Nov. 26, 1SS3.

Among other noteworthy things In this organiza-
tion is the Christmas donations which are being
raised throughout the various Camps to be forward-
ed to the Soldiers' Orphans' Honied in the various
States to buy Chriblmus presents for the httlc
ones. This is indeed an net to bo commend-
ed. We can do nothing thnt will so endear
us iu the hearts of tho old soldiers as to
remember these little ones, who ure dependent
upon tho State, nnd I hope Hint every brother of
the Order who rends this nrticle will nt once con-
tribute to the general fund, nnd forwnrd the biime
with tho contribution of his Camp direct to the Col-
onel of his Division, nnd 1 mn suro thnt could ho
attend nny one of thcao Homes upon Christmas
morning when theso presents nre distributed unil
see the hnppy smiles upon the faces of the littlo
ones, lie could ncvor begrudge even 10 times the
amount of his donation.

Past Colonel West, of Kentucky, is on an extend-
ed business trip through the Stnto of Kansas, nnd
will, no doubt, do thnt Division some good, as he
is n thorough worker for tho Order.

Mnj.-Ge- u. Hinkley was in Council Blufld, Iowa,
nt tho muster of anew Camp at that plnec, which
occurred on Nov. 20.

Adj't Goodnle reports thnt the Iowa Division la
on n boom.

Col. F. MeCrillis, of the Illinois Division. Is on a
two weeks' trip, looking after the younger nnd
weaker Camps in Illinois. As ho is n hustler, no
doubt ho will organize from three to five Camps
during his trip.

We now havo five Camps In the State of Arkan-
sas, with application for two others. Otis E. Gulloy
hns been appointed Provision.il Colonel, and from
hi3 past record will Boon muko this State a promi-
nent Division.

THE DIVISIONS.
MAINE.

General Orders, No. 10, Issued it Portland Nov.
11, by commnnd of Wnldo H. Perry, Colonel Com-mundin- g,

E. 12. Pbillbrook, Adjutant, contain
the following:

In accordance with tho Constitution, the annual
election of Camp officers will take place at the first
staled meeting in December. Nominations will bo
made nt nt least one stated mectingprior to election.
Tho officers to bo chosen nre: Captain, First Lieu-
tenant. Second Lieutenant, three members of Cump
Council, Delegnte to Division Encampment, Alter-nat- e.

Cnmps desiring any particular Installing
Officer must send name and address of the brother
to these Headquarters not Inter than December 10,
nt which time appointments will be made nnd com-
mission issued. All Installing Officers must have a
commission from these Headquarters. Capt. Win.
II. Fish, commanding C. D. Morrill Camp, No. 41,
hnving failed to forward reports for last quarter,
Cnmp No. 41 is hereby suspended.

The thanks of the Colonel Commanding aro
hereby extended to Cnptains of Cumps for their
promptness in forwarding reports. It is withpleasure thnt the announcement is mado that the
Division hns held its own through the Summer
months nnd the heat of a political campaign ; this
is gratifying, nnd should encourage nil brothers to
work with renewed energy to increase our num-
bers. Since Inst General Order Charles D. Jame-
son Camp, No. 0, Bradford, Capt. William W.
Noble, has been mustered, with 14 charter mem-
bers, by Lieut.-Co- l. Fred E. Pottle. It ia
with deep sorrow that announcement Is made
of the death of First Serg't Fred H. Moody,
Cnmp No. 14, South China, and Division p,

which occurred at a recent date. Brother
Moody was mustered Sept. 4, 1SSC. and from that
time until his death was an earnest worker for our
Order. As a tribute of respect to his memory the
charter of this Division will be draped, and the Di-
vision officers will wear tho.usual badges of mourn-
ing for SO days.

MASSACHUSETTS.
Fnrrngut Cnmp, Lowell, held n Camp fire on Nov.

16, and had as guests 25 members of the Camp at
Manchester, and representatives from Nashua,
Haverhill and Lawrence. The guests also included
Col. Upham, of Fitchbtrrg, and Mnj. Roby, of
Nnshun; Col. Sargent, of Lawrence; Cnpt. Ste-
vens, of Maiden, and Capt. Pemberton, of Haver-
hill. The guests were received at the depot nnd
escorted to the hall by a band. After tho secret
work thero were refreshments and speeches.
Among the speukers were Mayor Palmer, of Low-
ell ; the visiting officers, Capt. C. S. Proctor, of the
Lowell detachment; Second Corps of Cndete, Com-
mander John "Welch, of Post 42. and others.
OHIO.

Gen. Benjamin Harrison Camp, No. 9, was mus-
tered in at Cincinnati Nov. 18, and tho following
officers were installed: Captain, Geo. A. Turrill;
First Lieut, Milton T. Cnrcy, jr.; Second Lieut,,
James J. Foley; Chnp., L. H. Hamilton; First
serg't. ueorge it. Thomas; J. M. S Joseph Her-ro- n;

S. of G., Eugene L. Johnson; C. S., Joseph
Kirkup; Principnl Musician. YV.F. Armstroncr. ir
C. of G., Stephen Murvin; C. G.. Cliff Asbury; P.
G., Frank A. McGce. The muster ceremonies were
m charge ot Col. Geo. v. Leonard, of Urbaim,
Commander of Ohio Division, nnd were very im-
pressive. After a very excellent dinner hnd been
served by J. B. Martin, tho "Royal Caterer,"
toasts were proposed and responded to as follows:
"Our Order," Geo. A. Turrill; "Our Camp," Eu-
gene L. Johnson; Visiting Brothers," Col.
Geo. W. Leonard, and "Our Future," Rev. Wash-
ington Gardner, Department Commander of Michi-
gan, G.A.R. During the evening Cnpt. Turrill read
tho following autograph letter from the President-
elect, which was received with cheers :

Intiianapolis, IjfD., Sept. 10, 18S3.
Geoeoe A. Tokkill, Cincinnati, O.

My Dear Sm: Your note advising me thatyour Camp of Sons of Veterans had adopted my
name has been received. Please extend to the
organization my very sincere thanks for this com-
pliment.

Very truly, yours, BnxJ. nARiusos.
Among the prominent guests of the Camp that

night were Rev. Washington Gardner, Commander
of the Department of Michigan, G.A.R., who was
just recently appointed by Commander-in-Chie- f
William Warnor one of a committee to report upon
the question of more intimate relationship of tho
Grand Army nnd tho Order of Uie Sons of Veter-
ans. Comrades Herron, Marshall, Thomas and
Armstrong, Dr. J. A. Averdiek, Surgeon-Gener- al

of Sons of Veterans, were also present.
PENNSYLVANIA.

The Executive Council of Pennsylvania Division
will meet in Keadiifg on Nov. 29, UjOS, for the pur-
pose of auditing thebooks and taking an inventory
of fctock ou hand.

REUNIONS.
Notice. Organizations holding: Reunions thla

year having or mnking rosters, will favor us by
transmitting b copy thereof to Tna National
Txmuxu for file and future reference. Editob
National Tuibokb.1

INDIANA.
Tho survivors of tho 130th Ind. hold their

fourth annual Reuuion at Huntington recently.
Tho visiting comrades wero met at the depot
and escorted to tho fair grounds, whero a boun-
tiful repast was partaken of. After dinnor tho
comrades assomblcd round the speakors' stand,
and wero welcomed to Iluntington by Mayor
Day, and addressed by C. W. Watkins, Col.
Zollinger, aud othcre. There wero 1120 mem-bor- a

present. In tho evening a Campfiro was
held iu tho Opera House, at which a very pleas-
ant program was rendered,
OHIO.

During the National Encampment at Colum-
bus, in September, tho survivors of tho 71st
Ohio held a Rouuion.and elected tho following
officers for the onsuiug year; H. II. Williams,
President; T. M. Campbell, Vice-Preside- E.
S.Williams, Treasurer; D. L. Leo, Secretary.
Tho next Reuuion will bo held at Troy, tho
first Thursday and Friday in Septeinbor, 18&9.

At a Reunion of the survivors of the 55th
Ohio, hold at Columbus during tho National En-
campment, tho following officers wore elected
for tho ensuing year: Pres., Col. J. C. Leo, of
Toledo, O. ; Vice-Pros- ., Col. J. M. Slovens, of
Tiffin, O.; Treas., Capt. J, P. Reisor, Upper San-
dusky, O.; Sea, Capt. R. W. Pool, Seal, O.

WEST VIRGINIA.
Tho second annual Reunion of tho survivors

of Co. K, 14th W. Va., was held at tho residouco
of S. W. Gilmore, near St. Cloud, on tho 19th of
Octobor.it being tho 2-lt- h anniversary of tho
battle of Cedar Creek. A resolution was unan-
imously adopted indorsing Tuc National
Tribune Pension bill and tho Dependent
Peusiou bill, and calling on Cougrosa to pass
theso two measures as soon as possible.

A MOTHER OF VETERANS.
Sho Dies in Abject Poverty.

Mis. Catherine Mullens, 70 yours old, and ono
of tho original squatters in lowoi Jersoy City,
died in tho street Nov. 21. Sho came from ;
Ireland in 1852 with two grown sons, who wero
both killed in tho first battle of Bull Run.
Mrs. Mullens had no money, and was put out
of tho shanty in which she lived by tho owner.
She worked and got money enough to buy a
few boards aud built a hut iu tho swamp her-
self, with tho assistauco of Micky Free, tho
pedestrian, who had a house ou wheols, and
whenovor tho landowner drove him from one
part of tho dry laud abovo tho swamp he would
move to nuothor part. Mrs. Mullens lived in
tho house in tho swamp all tho time, though
sometimes tho water would be a foot doop ou
the floor of tho hut. Sho earned hor. living by
going out washing. Sho was buried by people
lor whom she worked.

Ucarinjr Porfeotly Kostnrcd
By Pock'aPat. Invisible Tubulur Ear Cushions. 111.
book fiee. Call or write F. Illicox, S9S IV way, N. Y.
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